Overview of Procedural Rules to address the Overlap of Child
Abuse and Neglect in Family and Circuit Courts

Domestic Relations and Domestic Violence Protective Order Proceedings

Family Court judge suspects child abuse and neglect
Changes include a
process for circuit

court to review all

Using mandatory reporting standards, the Family Court makes a referrals to CPS by
report to CPS with copies to the circuit court and prosecuting family court
attorney.
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Circuit court enters an administrative order for DHHR to investigate
and report back within 45 days. If CPS does not file a report or
petition, CPS can be held in contempt.
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If CPS completes a report to circuit court, but does not file a
petition in egregious cases where the circuit court determines
CPS has a duty to file a petition, circuit court can cause a
mandamus action to be filed for CPS to file a petition or
show cause why a petition should not be filed.
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CPS must report
results of the
referral or be held
in contempt of
circuit court.

In some severe cases
of child abuse/
neglect, CPS must
file a petition or
show cause why a
petition should not
be filed.



